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‘| Total War F eared” 


if We Invade Cuba 


By George Gallup 
Dircctor, 
of Public Opinion 

PRINCETON, N. 

One major reason why the 
American people are not too 
keen about invading Cuda 
and overthrowing Ficel Cas- 
tro is the fear that sucn ac~ 
tion is likely to bring about 
an all-out war between th 
Ὁ. 85. and Soviet Russia. 

At the same time, tne pub- 
lic shows considerable skep- 
ticism about the likelincod of 
he Cuban people themselves 
ising up and throwing Cas- 
tro out of powder within the 
next few years. 

“rhe current Gegree 

Kepticism indicates a marked 
chanze im Americans’ at- 
tituces about the duration of 
the Castro regime. Two years 
azo, for examaic, the con- 
Somsus was that the bearded 


Cuban Premier “would Ge out 
of power within the coming 
twelve micnths. 

In probing the state of 
puolic opinion with regard to 
the Cuoan problem, Galiup 
Poll reporters across tne U.S. 
asked this question: 

“Tf the U.S. sends troane 
te Cuog to try ta overinrow 
gare end tre Comnrunists, 


do you think this is or net 
lixely to oring ccoue απ 
cli-cuf wer between the 


a 


United States and 
The results: 


: ΕΣ 
Russia? 


WAR WITH RUSSIAS 
IF WE INVADE CUBA? 
Is iuxely woe... e eee 23 So 
Is mot .........-...0. . af 
NO Opinion ..........8. 2 
Δ5 recorted earlier by the 
Gailup Poll, tne American 


people are no more inclined 
to invade Cuba now than they 
Were 2 year and 2 haif ag 

just after the abortive Bay of 


American Institute 


# | 
Οἱ 


Pigs invasion by anti-Castro 
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: 
| 


--- 


Cuban forces. - 

Further analysis shows that 
the reiuctance to go Into 
Cuba with U.S. troops is 
cicarly motivated by a fear of 
the larger consequences of 
such a move. 

Among those persons who 
fear that a war with Russia 
is likely to ensue, the vote on 
invading Cuba {is as follows: 

ALL-OUT WAR LINELY 


Shoutd invade ....... 19% 
Should not’........... 69 
No opinion ........... 12 


Among those who do not 
think a U. 5. invasion will 
trigger @ larger conflict, how- 
ever, pro-invasion sentizient 
is much more marked: 
ALL-OUT WAR UNLIKELY 
Should invade ........ 36% 
Should not. 51 
No opinion 

With a U.S. invasion ruled 
out by many througn fear of 


what this might mean in 
terms of all-out war, how 


to 


liz cely do American think it 
is that the people of Cuba 


themselves will overthrow 
Castro? 
“Some peonle say thet 


within the nezi two or three 
years the people of Cuba will 
overthrow Castro and tke 


Communists. Do vou think 
this is or is πὸοὶ likely io 
happen?” 

WILE CUDANS THROW 
CASTRG OUT OF POWER? 
Is Rely co... eee. 41% 
Is not ... ee... ee 42 
NO opinion ........... 16 


Trdications from an earlier 
survey are that the i 
feels thas there is no lack of 
desire to have Crusiro cut of 
Office on the part of the 
Cuban people. | 


Vasion in 4 rib "1882, ᾿ rex- 
ample, seven out Στοῦ Amer- 
icans said they τοι σοῦ that 
Castro would be defeatce if a 
free and honest electicn were 
held throughout Cuba. 
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